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the pursuit by the Federal Regulatory 
Commission of this issue, natural gas 
prices dropped 38 percent—38 percent 
because we had a bad actor out of the 
marketplace. 

So it is critical that we have this ag-
gressive action and probe of the oil 
markets. It is critical that we give the 
Federal regulators—the FTC and the 
FERC, if they need to be involved, the 
CFTC, as well as the DOJ whom I have 
called on to be involved—the tools they 
need. But Democrats are going to make 
sure we police the oil markets. 

If you think about that and you 
think about the fact that oil prices are 
100 times over what they were a year 
ago, and if you had some sort of activ-
ity that was driving up that price—I 
am saying it is not supply and demand, 
it is not basic supply and demand. We 
haven’t had a supply disruption. We 
haven’t had that big of a change in the 
demand. So something is going on in 
the marketplace. 

If we would do our job of inves-
tigating, we would make sure there is a 
bright line there for the consumer, for 
the American people who are paying 
too much at the pump right now, to 
say that these kinds of manipulative 
behaviors will not be tolerated. 

The challenge we have is, when we 
don’t have some of these markets hav-
ing the transparency and the oversight, 
or people who are supposed to be the 
policemen on the beat, as well as the 
FTC not doing its job, then these mar-
kets have a lot of activities that can 
actually drive up the price. When we 
think about the Amaranth case, just 
imagine what would happen if you 
could actually lower the price because 
you get bad actors out of the market. 

That is what we are simply saying. 
Let’s do our job here and have the 
oversight hearings of this FTC rule and 
investigation of the oil markets. Let’s 
do our job in making sure the con-
sumer is represented in the develop-
ment of this rule and a tough Federal 
statute so that consumers can have a 
little relief at the pump. 

I noticed last night this was the first 
time gas prices didn’t rise overnight. I 
also took note in the paper this morn-
ing of the CFTC Chairman’s comment 
which was an indication of the fact 
that oil prices might have moved be-
cause, instead of investing in commod-
ities, people have taken money out of 
those commodities and put them in 
other places in the stock market. Peo-
ple should be aware that Congress and 
the FTC are looking into any kind of 
manipulative practices when it comes 
to the oil market. Even if the rule isn’t 
in final adoption today, the fact that 
we are going to be aggressive at pro-
tecting consumers and looking into 
this kind of manipulative practice, I 
believe, can help give consumers relief 
at the pump. 

So let’s get about doing our job. Let’s 
get about protecting consumers in 
what is not a rational gas market 
today, and get about helping our econ-
omy by doing our job here and having 

the oversight hearings that it is going 
to take to make sure this rule gets de-
veloped with a strong framework that 
can be used to root out manipulation 
in the oil markets. 

I thank the President, and I yield the 
floor. I suggest the absence of a 
quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

WORLD FOOD AID 

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I know 
we are ready to wrap up for the week. 
First, I want to make a couple points 
about a news item in today’s paper. 

I was looking at the Washington Post 
this morning, page A4. There is a story 
about the President seeking $770 mil-
lion more in world food aid. At first 
glance, that sounds like very good 
news, and it is, to a certain extent. 
But, unfortunately, it is good news 
about the future in terms of a commit-
ment for 2009, but it doesn’t do nearly 
enough to meet the crisis that has en-
veloped large parts of the world with 
regard to the food insecurity we are 
seeing all over the world. 

Here is the point. I and others have 
asked the President to increase, for 
this year, our food aid from the $350 
million he has proposed earlier by add-
ing another $200 million to that. In the 
short run, we wanted to go from $350 
million to $550 million. This $770 mil-
lion is great, but it is in 2009. When you 
think about when the food would hit 
the ground, so to speak, the difference 
is that if the President’s policy stays 
in place for the near term, what you 
are going to have is food hitting the 
ground, totaling $350 million, in the 
next couple of months, when we could 
be adding a lot more to that. The de-
mand really requires that we add $200 
million. Even if we add the number the 
President put on the table, which is 
$770 million, that food won’t hit the 
ground, at the earliest, until November 
2008, maybe December, or maybe not 
even until January 2009. 

We are at a point now where we have 
news story after news story about in-
stability across the world—govern-
ments that are not just at risk of col-
lapse because of the food insecurity, 
and we have seen all the reports about 
rioting—but this becomes not just a 
humanitarian crisis, not only a govern-
ment instability problem, but it really 
becomes fertile ground, unfortunately, 
for terrorism. So food insecurity is be-
coming a national and international 
security problem. 

We know from our history—world 
history especially—that in places such 
as Afghanistan, where there is insta-
bility, terrorism flourished. We know 

the stories in the last couple of years, 
since before 2001, about the rise of the 
Taliban and the rise of terrorist ele-
ments all over the world. 

So I hope the President, as much as 
he has heralded his announcement for 
2009 of $770 million, I hope he will re-
consider for the short term so we can 
add another $200 million in food aid— 
not a lot of money in the scheme of the 
aid the United States generously pro-
vides to the rest of the world—add an-
other $200 million in the near term so 
food can hit the ground in these coun-
tries maybe at the end of this month or 
in June or July instead of waiting until 
November, December, or even January 
of next year. Not just the hunger pangs 
and the trauma that this causes to real 
people across the world but the secu-
rity implication here is very grave. 

I hope the President will bring the 
same urgency to this funding as he 
does to his call for more war funding, 
frankly. I think we need a sense of ur-
gency because of the humanitarian, 
moral question here but also because of 
the security implications. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor and 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
CASEY). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

EPA IN CRISIS 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, 
for much of last year, as many of us 
will remember, the Senate Judiciary 
Committee was engaged in a very trou-
bling inquiry. We were trying to deter-
mine whether the Bush administration 
had fired several U.S. attorneys for po-
litical reasons; not because they were 
not good U.S. attorneys but because 
they were not loyal ‘‘Bushies,’’ to use 
the phrase a Department of Justice of-
ficial used. 

That inquiry continues at the De-
partment of Justice, but over its 
course, we already know the incom-
petence and misjudgments that it un-
covered have cost numerous Depart-
ment of Justice officials their jobs, and 
properly so, including former Attorney 
General Alberto Gonzales who made 
clear that he put loyalty to the Presi-
dent before the faithful exercise of that 
important office. 

Unfortunately, it also cost that 
proud Department the morale of its of-
ficials and, to a sad degree, the trust of 
the American people, many of whom 
have been left to wonder whether Fed-
eral prosecutions in this country arise 
from the pursuit of justice or whether 
under the Bush administration they 
arise from the pursuit of political ad-
vantage. 

Here we go again, perhaps. This 
morning, we awoke to the news that 
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